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SOME SERIOUS AND TIMELY QUESTIONS CONCERNING MAN

WHAT IS MAN?

Man is God’s creature, the
acme of creation. Genesis 1:26-27,
“And God said, Let us make man in
our image, after our likeness: So
God created man in his own image,
in the image of God created he him,
male and female created he them.”
And man was made to have fellow-
ship with God.

Man is a tri-fold being; body,
soul and spirit. His personality is in
his soul, his desires, his will, his
affections, his love; the body is the
house he lives in, and his spirit is
the part that understands. Paul calls
the body this earthly house. Gene-
sis 2:7, “And the LORD God
formed man of the dust of the
ground, and breathed into his nos-
trils the breath of life; and man be-
came a living soul.”

Man is both visible and invisi-
ble. The body is visible and tangi-
ble; the soul is invisible and intan-
gible. Man has both a physical and
a moral heart. His physical heart
determines his physical condition;
his moral heart determines his con-
dition before God. When it is said
that God looks on the heart, it is not
the physical heart but the heart of
the soul, the heart of his personal-
ity. God judges a man by what he
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loves as a moral being. Sin resides
in the moral heart. Matthew 15:18-
20, “But those things which pro-
ceed out of the mouth come forth
from the heart; and they defile the
man. For out of the heart proceed
evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornication, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies.: These are the things
which defile a man:...” The body
does not sin; it is only the tool or
instrument of righteousness and
unrighteousness. I Corinthians
6:18-20, “Flee fornication. Every
sin that a man doeth is without the
body; but he that committeth forni-
cation sinneth against his own
body. What? know ye not that your
body is the temple of the Holy
Ghost which is in you, which ye
have of God, and ye are not your
own? For ye are bought with a
price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are
God’s.”

WHAT IS SIN?

Romans 4:15, “...for where no
law is, there is no transgression.”
A psalm of David, Psalm 51:2-4,
“Wash me throughly from mine in-
iquity, and cleanse me from my sin.
For I acknowledge my transgres-
sions. and my sin is ever before
me. Against thee, thee only, have [
sinned, and done this evil in thy

sight:...” Crime is against society,
but sin is only against God. All are
not criminals, but all are sinners.
Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned,
and come short of the glory of
God;” Sin is rebellion against God.
Sin is an attempt to dethrone God.
Sin is a denial of God’s authority.
And as the Judge of all the earth,
God alone fixes the penalty of sin,
and the penalty is death; including
the second death in the lake of fire.
The only source of danger for sin is
from God. Sin exposes to the wrath
of God. Matthew 10:28, “And fear
not them which kill the body, but
are not able to kill the soul: but
rather fear him which is able to de-
stroy both soul and body in hell.”
Romans 8:31, “What shall we then
say to these things? If God be for
us, who can be against us?” John
3:36, “He that believeth on the Son
hath everlasting life: and he that
believeth not the Son shall not see
life; but the wrath of God abideth

on him.”

As Judge God must either pun-
ish sin or put a premium on it. He
must enforce His law or abdicate
His throne. He must deal with sin
in justice or be defeated by it. And
you may be sure God is not going
to be defeated. God is in no danger
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from man, but man is in danger
from God.

Sin belongs to man as a moral
being, who is accountable to God.
As a moral being man was made in
the image of God, and was pro-
nounced good. Man’s original like-
ness to God consisted of two
things: personality and holiness,
man was made a person and also a
holy person. Adam was a person
who reflected the glory of God in
his person. His body needed no
clothing until after he sinned.
Genesis 3:21, “Unto Adam also
and to his wife did the LORD God
make coats of skins, and clothed
them.” The divine purpose of
clothing is not for protection from
cold, but to hide the shameful body.
People should wear clothing who
live in warm climates as well as in
cold climates. The Bible does not
indicate there will be any clothing
for our resurrected body. Philippi-
ans 3:20-21, “For our conversation
is in heaven; from whence also we
look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus
Christ: Who shall change our vile
body, that it may be fashioned like
unto his glorious body,...”

MAN’S IMAGE TO GOD

Man’s natural image to God is
in his personality. Man has person-
ality just as God has. This distin-
guishes man from the beasts. Per-
sonality consists of self-conscious-
ness, God-consciousness, self-
determination, and the power of
choice. The pig has no self-con-
sciousness (if he should find out he
is a pig, he would no longer be a
pig, but he will never find it out).
The pig has no God-consciousness
(he has no feeling about God). He
has no power of choice he lives by
natural instinct suited to his nature.

Man’s natural likeness to God
can never be lost or forfeited. Man
can never cease to be a person. Sin
cannot destroy personality. Insan-
ity can only obscure it. Personality
cannot be burned out in hell.

Man’s likeness to God is the ba-
sis of redemption. Redemption is
for persons, who are self-conscious
and God-conscious. There is no
redemption for animals who have
only a body. When they die they
die bodily and will never have a
resurrection.

Man’s natural likeness to God is
what makes human life sacred and
is the basis of the law against mur-
der. Genesis 9:6, “Whoso sheddeth
man’s blood, by man shall his
blood be shed: for in the image of
God made he man.” James 3:9,
Men “...which are made after the
similitude of God.”

Man’s likeness to God as a holy
being has been lost by sin. As a
sinner man is a person but not a
holy person. Colossians 3:9-10,
“Lie not one to another, seeing that
ve have put off the old man with his
deeds; And have put on the new
man, which is renewed in knowl-
edge after the image of him that
created him:”

Let us look a little deeper into
the question of what sin is. Sin is
made up of two things: guilt and
defilement; a guilty standing before
God and filthy state in God’s sight.
God’s description of man through
David, Psalm 14:1-7, “The fool
hath said in his heart, There is no
God. They are corrupt, they have
done abominable works, there is
none that doeth good. The LORD
looked down from heaven upon the
children of men, to see if there were
any that did understand, and seek
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God. They are all gone aside, they
are all together become filthy:
there is none that doeth good, no,
not one. Have all the workers of
iniquity no knowledge? who eat up
my people as they eat bread, and
call not upon the LORD. There
were they in great fear: for God is
in the generation of the righteous.
Ye have shamed the counsel of the
poor, because the LORD is his ref-
uge. Oh that the salvation of Israel
were come out of Zion! when the
LORD bringeth back the captivity
of his people, Jacob shall rejoice,
and Israel shall be glad.” Also
Psalm 53.

Guilt calls for punishment from
God and filth excludes from the
presence of God. Guilt puts the
sinner in danger of punishment by
God and his moral filth unfits him
from fellowship with God. These
two branches of sin are brought out
in Revelation 22:1, “He that is un-
just, let him be unjust still: and he
which is filthy, let him be filthy still:
and he that is righteous, let him be
righteous still: and he that is holy,
let him be holy still.” When God
winds up his work of human salva-
tion, the word will go out, Seal up
the fountain of mercy; stop the
stream of forgiveness; the eternal
state of every man is forever fixed.

WHAT IS SALVATION?

What is salvation? Salvation is
deliverance from sin, both from the
body and soul. It is deliverance
from the guilt and penalty of sin
and also from the defilement of sin.
Salvation is for the whole man.

Salvation is in three tenses:
past, present and future. The be-
liever in Christ has been saved, he
is being saved, and he is yet to be
saved. He has been saved from the
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guilt and penalty of sin; he is being
saved from the damming power of
sin because he is not under law but
under grace; and he will be saved in
the future from the very presence of
sin. Peter’s address to the Sanhed-
rin, Acts 4:10-12, “Be it known
unto you all, and to all the people
of Israel, that by the name of Jesus
Christ of Nazareth, whom ye cruci-
fied, whom God raised from the
dead, even by him doth this man
stand here before you whole. This
is the stone which was set at nought
of you builders, which is become
the head of the corner. Neither is
there salvation in any other: for
there is none other name under
heaven given among men, whereby
we must be saved.” Romans 13:11,
“And that, knowing the time, that
now it is high time to awake out of
sleep: for now is our salvation
nearer than when we believed.”

SALVATION IN
THREE INSTALLMENTS
The first installment is justifica-

tion at the moment of faith. The
believer is no longer condemned.
The guilt and penalty of his sins
have been put away on the basis of
the death, burial and resurrection of
Jesus Christ, and he has everlasting
life. Romans 4:8, “Blessed is the
man to whom the Lord will not im-
pute sin.”

The second installment is re-
ceived when he dies. The body
goes into the grave to sleep until
Christ comes. And the spirit or
soul goes to heaven to be with
Christ. Paul said it is better to de-
part and be with Christ. Psalm
116:15, David said, “Precious in
the sight of the LORD is the death
of his saints.”
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The third and last installment is
received when Christ returns and
raises our bodies from the grave.
Philippians 3:20-21, “...from
whence also we look for the Sav-
iour, the Lord Jesus Christ: Who
shall change our vile body, that it
may be fashioned like unto his glo-
rious body,...”

QUESTION THAT CANNOT
BE ANSWERED
My last question cannot be an-
swered. Hebrews 2:3, “How shall
we escape, if we neglect so great
salvation;...” A Welsh minister
began his sermon like this. My

neglect to take the salvation God
freely offers through Christ.

PAUL DECLARES
THE GOSPEL

I Corinthians 15:1-4, “More-
over, brethren, I declare unto you
the gospel which I preached unto
you, which also ye have received,
and wherein ye stand; By which
also ye are saved, if ye keep in
memory what I preached unto you,
unless ye have believed in vain.
For I delivered unto you first of all
that which I also received, how that
Christ died for our sins according
to the scriptures, And that he was
friends, I have a question I cannot  buried, and that he rose again the
answer, and you cannot answer it.  third day according to the scrip-
The angels in heaven cannot answer fures:”
it. And if the devil were here, he
could not answer it. As he spoke
death like silence prevailed in the
congregation. All eyes were fixed
on the speaker. He proceeded this
is the question nobody can answer.
“How shall we escape, if we ne-
glect so great salvation?” That is
all one has to do to go to hell, just

We increase our
ability, stability,
and responsibility when

we increase our sense
of accountability to God.

TAKING A LOOK BACK

From BSBC church minutes:

At a Church meeting held at the meeting house at Bryan's
third Saturday in May, 1787—The church after Considering a
Querry from last meeting whether it be duty for members of Soci-
ety to have publick prayer made for their Infants, are of opinion
that in publick Meeting it is Scripturelly tradition—Querry from
last meeting whether it be the Duty to practice Laying on of hands on new Baptist members, re-
ferred till after the next association. Querry. (marked out). Querry, whether it be Duty to make use
of Oyl in praying for the sick (continued). Then adjourned till meeting in Course. A. Dudley, Mdr.,
J. Mason, Clk.

At a Church meeting held at the meeting house at Bryan’s Third SaterDay in June, 1787. Taken
into consideration, the Fourth Querry from last Meeting respecting the use of Oyl in praying for the
Sick (Continued) Then adjourned till meeting in Course. Ambrose Dudley, Mdr., John Mason, Cik.

At a Church meeting Called and held at the meeting house at Bryan’s on Friday July the 6th
1787—-The Church after Considering the Expediency or Inexpediency of our Church meeting for
Discipline being in private or publick, are of opinion that they be altogether in private, and Querry,
Respecting a mode for Receiving members into the Church agreed that persons offering to Joyn the
Church after such Questions are asked as the Church thinks proper, the person to withdraw, the
Church to Determine respecting their fellowship, and note to the person, and not give the right
hand of Fellowship till after they are Baptized—Querry. Continued from last meeting respecting
making use of Oyl in praying for the Sick—-Agreed that persons sick, and Calling for the Elders of
the Church, act agreeable to their faith with respect to the making use of Oyl. Then adjourned till
meeting in Course—-William E. Waller, Mdr., John Mason, Clk.
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. Once Delivered 1.25 1.00 An Examination of the Chemistry
ship. Sundafhe 4th Commandment 175 150 of the Blood ). C. Setdemoir 125 1.00
Why Infant Baptist is Wrong 1.25 1.00 Hell, Sheol, Hades, Gehenna, Tartarus
Our new pastor, Brent Spears, The Great Commission Credentiald.50 3.50 -6Au.thor? Unk.nown 1.25 1.00
. Denominationalism Put To The Test
former missionary to the Books by Al Gormley 8S.E Tull 1.75 1.50
Philippines, has arrived to We See Not Our Signs 75 .50 The Greatest Time Prophecy in the Bible
shepher d our church Why Bapnsts Believe and . 0 Charles Halff 1.25 1.00
: Practice Closed Communion .75 .50 Roman CatholiciSnaurence Justice 4.00 3.00
We look forward to following Was Jesus A Child At Conception? .75 50
; God6s Ti metabl e 400 3.00
him as he follows the Lord. Blood Fruit of the Vine 1.25 1.00
Exalting Jesus Christ 4.00 3.00
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